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University of Dayton researchers have discovered a possible link between airplane fuel 
tank residues and explosions. The Federal Aviation Administration commissioned the research 
in response to National Transportation Safety Board recommendations after the 1996 fuel tank 
explosion of TWA Flight 800. 
Robert Kauffman, research chemist in the University of Dayton Research Institute, will 
be available to discuss the research with reporters at 10 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 18, in room 533 in 
Kettering Laboratories. 
The University of Dayton operates the largest non-medical research facility on any 
Catholic university campus. UDRI performs approximately $48 million of sponsored research 
annually. Much of its research focuses on flight safety. 
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